Proteins That Make a Good Adipocyte Go Bad pp. XX-XX
Obesity is on the rise worldwide in a seemingly unabated manner. As expected, the prevalence of metabolic disorders is also on the increase. But, what is it about obesity that contributes to the onset of a metabolic disorder? In this review, David Brockman and Xiaoli Chen detail the roles that adipose tissue play in both healthy and obese states. The authors extol the use of proteomic technology and summarize how proteomic-based studies provide insights to understanding adipocyte biology. Specifically, how protein identification has contributed to the understanding of the pathogenic state of adipose tissue in obesity.
WAT: Friend or Foe pp. XX-XX
Ridding ourselves of adipocytes may sound like a pretty good idea to the larger population, no pun intended. However, it turns out that these fat storing cells are actually beneficial to us in a variety of ways. They store energy, insulate and protect our internal organs and contribute to our overall energy homeostasis. In this review, Christopher Church, Mark
Horowitz and Matthew Rodeheffer describe the origin of the mammalian adipocyte and discuss its many contributions. The authors also comment on the contrary notion that lipids are not always stored in adipocytes. They are also deposited in an ectopic manner in other non-adipose tissues, such as the heart, bone and skeletal muscle. All these deposits, whether in adipose or nonadipose tissue, can contribute to metabolic disease. This review attempts to clearly define the adipocyte in the hopes that this will lead to a better understanding of how lipid accumulation occurs. 
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